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Ord Land and Water 

have been conduct-

ing a weed control 

program targeting 

weed infestations 

a l o n g  L a k e 

Kununurra since 

2004 using a combi-

nation of State and 

Federal Government 

funding. The success 

of the control pro-

gram is now obvious 

with sites that were 

once heavily in-

fested, now rela-

tively weed-free.  

 

Lake Kununurra Weed Success 

The efficiency of the control program has 

increased with most remaining patches 

requiring only a few hours a year to 

destroy seedlings as they emerge. In the 

next few months OLW will focus on a 9 

hectare area, containing a number of weed 

species that pose a threat to Lake 

Kununurra.  

The main weed threats from this site 

include Leucaena, Bellyache Bush, Neem 

and Merremia. These weeds could 

drastically alter the make-up of vegetation 

on the banks of the lake if untreated and 

left to spread.  This in turn could influence 

the species of birds and animals that 

inhabit this part of the river. Fortunately, a 

delayed wet season this year has slowed 

weed growth and seed production by up to 

a month. This delay has allowed OLW to 

access these sites over the wet season 

allowing more control than usual of the 

mature plants before they produce seed and create problems for the future.   

A new approach to the 2011/12 wet season’s work involved trialing different methods of chemical application. One 

successful technique labeled the “Splatter Gun”, can shoot a concentrated dose of chemical directly to a target up to 10 

metres away. This method substantially increased the area of ground that could be covered each day when used on those 

weeds suited to this method of application.   

New control applications for Lake Kununurra, the ‘Splatter Gun’  

Inspecting site 12 Lake Kununurra dead trees are leucaena 



OLW Restructure Update 

Our last newsletter included information on the 

restructure of the OLW group into a whole 

catchment group. This process has been 

successful with the group retaining the Ord 

Land and Water name. A new Board has been 

elected and we are in the process of finalising 

membership. One of the main changes to the 

operation of the group is an expansion of the 

area covered to include the gazetted boundaries 

of the East Kimberley Land Conservation 

District Committee (LCDC) area and the 

section of the Ord Catchment within the NT. 

We have also put in place a cross border 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

the Victoria River District Conservation Association (VRDCA) to facilitate any future collaboration for natural resource 

management in the region. This restructure increases the opportunities and the ability of the group to secure NRM 

funding and has broadened the potential stakeholder and community contacts for OLW. This also includes a wider 

audience that will be made aware of the on-ground work being carried out by the group. 

New Staff Addition 
Welcome to Vernon Sadler who has joined OLW as a Project 

Officer. Prior to commencing work with OLW Vernon 

worked with the Kimberley Land Council’s Indigenous 

Ranger Program in both Wyndham and Kalumburu.  Prior to 

this he spent 7 years working in the desert communities of 

Balgo, Mulan and Billiluna coordinating a locally based 

Environmental Health Program.  

After many visits to Kununurra over those years it was not a 

difficult decision for Vernon to settle here with his partner 

Joanne. Vernon and Joanne were married in April 2012 at 

Mirima National Park.   

In his position at OLW, Vernon’s main focus is the 

construction of weed maps of the Ord River Catchment. The 

aim of this project is to gain an accurate assessment of the 

extent to which weeds are affecting the areas natural 

resources. Part of this project includes control, and eventual eradication, of Mesquite on Nicholson Station in the south of 

the catchment area.  

 

OLW Membership 
 

If you are interested in sustainable Natural Resource Management, 

reside within the OLW Boundary, and would like to become a member 

of the OLW group please contact Dick Pasfield at dick@olw.com.au, 

or on (08) 9169 2222.  Additional information will be available on the 

website shortly, http://ww.olw.com.au/ 
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