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Darryl Hill from Katherine gives onlookers the rundown on techniques to reduce erosion at Nelson Springs 2006.

OLW, potentially a full catchment group
Ord Land and Water has been operating as a land care organisation in the East Kimberley for just over a decade alongside the Halls Creek East Kimberley LCDC and more
recently the East Kimberley Reference Group. With a shift in Federal Government
strategies regarding how natural resource management is funded and operated in Australia all three groups recognised that in order to make best use of the new opportunities
a merger into a single group made a lot of sense.
A steering group made of representatives from the three groups has recommended that
the groups merge into one catchment sized land care organisation under the banner of
Ord Land and Water. OLW has agreed with the recommendation and is working towards a restructure of the Board and constitution to allow this to happen. It’s expected
that by the time of the next OLW AGM later this year the way will be clear for the
community to elect a Board that represents the entire region.
The change will create opportunities to work a lot closer with the neighbouring group
the Victoria River District Conservation Association, an MOU between the two organisations has been drafted to facilitate cross border cooperation. OLW has on occasion
carried out erosion projects in the wider catchment including a two day workshop with
the VRDCA on Nelson Springs in 2006.
In 2006 a series of grader schools were run by OLW across the region in partnership
with the LCDC and a gully erosion trial still exists on Argyle Downs Station that was
first established in 2007.

Wild Pig Control at
Crossing Falls
Wild pigs have been particularly
active in the Crossing Falls area
over the past 12 months to the
point that lawns are starting to
be dug up of a night. OLW has
been able to secure some funding to try and control these pests
over the next couple of years.
The control program will only
consist of trapping due to the
proximity of the problem to the
rural/residential area with work
to have stared in early July.
Whilst pig numbers are currently
low in the area they do have the
potential to build up over time to
become a major environmental
menace.

OLW weed projects take a new turn
Since the start of the Federal Government's Caring for
Country Program weed control across Australia has received a significant funding boost. Unfortunately for the
OLW neem program the target weeds that are the focus of
the Government have been restricted to the twenty weeds
of national significance.
This has meant its been harder to get funding to target
neem, as an example in 2010 OLW only managed to raise
$37,000 to do some control on the eastern side of the Ord
River and a small section on Lake Kununurra. In 2011 the
budget looks bleaker for that pest species.
In the mean time OLW has been able to secure funding to
control and if possible eradicate some of the weeds eligible
for funding across the East Kimberley. These include a
10,000ha infestation of prickly acacia north of the Durack
river, a small incursion of mimosa pigra close to Ivanhoe
Crossing, rubber vine at the bottom end of Lake Argyle
and isolated pockets of parkinsonia in the upper Ord catchment.
The work on prickly acacia started just prior to the last wet
season and covered just over 5,000 hectares. It went exceptionally well with a high percentage of trees killed. This
program will be ongoing under the current project for another two years.
Following on from the weed work done around Packsaddle
and Crossing Falls in 2009/10 OLW will be working with
the communities of River Farm Road and Lake Argyle Village to develop weed management plans in 2011. This
includes funding over two years to control the priority
weeds in that area.

Green seed pods of Mimosa pigra, the only known infestation in WA is
situated not far from Ivanhoe Crossing. Have you seen this Plant?

Spraying off belly ache bush that has escaped into a gully at Lake Argyle

Aerial fire suppression

A local aircraft dumping water during a fire demonstration day in 2010

Aerial suppression has been proven to be an effective tool
around Kununurra with a privately owned aircraft used in the
control operations of seven fires in 2010. A total of 62,000
litres of water was dropped with an estimated 100,000 hectares of pastoral and high value conservation land protected
as a result.
Some of this work was done ninety kilometres from
Kununurra utilising a station airstrip and station hands delivering water to the aircraft by tanker.
FESA has identified 2011 as a year of significant risk for
bushfires in the Kimberley due to the carryover of unburnt
fuel loads from 2010 and the significant production of new
fuel during the exceptional 2010/11 wet season.
With this in mind OLW and other groups are seeking to work
through the Minister for Emergency Services more closely
with the relevant agencies to improve the communities capacity to deal with the expected series of wild fires that usually
occur from August on until the start of the wet season.
Currently State Agencies personnel and volunteers are unable
to work on the ground in conjunction with aircraft in the
Kimberley due to safety and training factors.
Further work also needs to be done on identifying where aircraft fit within local suppression programs alongside the existing methods of ground control.
OLW is hopeful a way can be found through the red tape to
improve fire suppression in the area.

